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Critical Reasoni ng,

& TJext: BecomingA Critical Thinker —
Slﬁerrg Diestler

o Text: The Trial and Death of Socrates —
Plato



Foundations of
Arguments

¥ Stricture o1C arguments

® Jhelssue

‘@ The Conclusion

® Jhe Reasons



Values and Ethics

& Value Assumptions and Conflicts

o Fthics: an important dimension of values
o Ideal values versus real values
o Fthicsin argumentatiom

o Fthical decision making



Realitg Assumptioms

) J

) J

Detect ng realitg assumptions

The need to examine assuml:)tions

Deductive reasoning

Truth in deductive arguments

T
T

he uses of deductive reasoning

ne Premise of contention



Inductive Arguments:
Statistical and Causal Generalizations
* Inductive reasoning

+ Statistical evidence and its use

* How research is done

* Using surveys as evidence

~ Statistical generalizations

° Reporti ng of statistical studies



Inductive Arguments:
Statistical and Causal Generalizations
% Ca- generalizations

* Hume’s condition for cause and effect
+ Technical causation

o Mill’s analgsis of cause and effect

° Using diference and similaritg to

determine cause



Inductive Generalizations:
Controlled Studies and Analogies

& Research clesign

o Criteria for evaluating research ﬁndings
* Controversy in research ﬁnclings

* Use of authoritg: expert testimony

» Problems with expert testimony

> Reasoning bg analogg



Reasoning Errors

4 naclec]uate reasons as fallacies
+ Fallacies that mislead

o What’s my Fa”acg?



The Power of Language

& Denotation and connotation
o The power of connotation

o Reification: when words take on more
power than realitg

* Meanings are in People
 J Vagueness and ambiguitg N language

2 Doublespealg inclucling weasel words



Suggestion n Media

* Suggestion in clailg life

» Televised suggestion

* Suggestion in Print media

o The power of media to shal:)e information

+ Subliminal Persuasion



Fair-mindedness

» How we defend our egos

* Comcormity and ways to overcome it

» Areas where we have trouble being rational
* 'Activelg listening: cleveloping emPathg

o The art of listening well

& Precautions about active |i5tening



Persuasive Speaking

2 Being an advocate of ideas:
communicating Puiaiic y

o The best ways to deal with fear of Puiaiic
speaking

o Audience ana|95i5

o Three elements of a Persuasive
argument: ethos, iogos, Pathos



